www. besu.ch/bernetoasters
Meeting at the Restaurant Galaxy,
Effingerstrasse 20, Berne (City-West),
18:45 - 21:30. Guests welcome, free.

Meeting

Another chance for creative Toastmasters to demonstrate
flexibility. El Presidente Rodrigo was unable to come, as he
had to give the Queen of Jordan a special Shiatzu massage.
Secondly, some of our expected guests told us they could not
make it, they had been hospitalized after the Confetti Battle
at the Onion Market. Allan had the planning for the evening
in hand but suddenly had to fight viruses attacking the
network that keeps the Swiss government running. But
Carmen as Toastmaster of the Evening and Barbara as
General Evaluator rounded up volunteers for all posts, and
with a programme quickly put together by Graham, despite a
late start, the evening went smoothly.

Carmen as Toastmaster explained the procedure: first the
Tall Tales, then in the second half prepared speeches and
evaluations. We would have table topics if there was time.

Then Barbara introduced her Evaluation Team, with
Beatrice as Timer, Pat as Aah counter, and Andreas as
Grammarian. As Chief Judge, Graham defined what Tall
Tales are and read from the story of Baron von Munch-
hausen and the horse on the church steeple. He explained
the rules (3 to 5 minutes) and the criteria for judging:

30 points for speech structure, organization

20 points for effect, audience reception

5 points for speech value, ideas, originality

10 points for physical appearance and body language

10 points for voice flexibility and volume

10 points for manner and enthusiasm

10 points for appropriateness to purpose and audience

5 points for grammar, pronunciation and word selection
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Assignments

Role ., 24Nov | 1Dec 15Dec |
Toastmaster Carmen
TT Speaker 1 Stefan
TT Speaker 2| Graham
TT Speaker 3 Laura
Speaker 1 Pamela Pat CTM #1 | Andreas #1
Speaker 2 Margaret Laure #7 Hans #3
Speaker 3 Graham Stefan
Table Topics Carmen Hans Pat
Gen. Barbara Carmen
Evaluator
Evaluator 1 Hans
Evaluator 2 Amy
Evaluator 3 Stefan
Timer Beatrice
Grammarian Andreas Graham
Ah Counter Pat

Mail allan_hart@hotmail.com
or call Allan 031 324 31 07 for an assignment

Coming Events

Monday December 1 : Normal meeting, plus seminar on
evaluation from Stefan. At 1830, committee meeting.

Saturday December 13 : Christmas Party at Margaret's
place near Thunplatz. We each bring something to eat or
drink - ask Margaret for details.

Monday December 15 : Normal meeting, last of the year.

Sunday 28 December: Sing-along with Stefan, at the
Bruderklaus church, 1900-2100. Your old favorites!

Monday January 12, 2004 : First meeting of 2004
Committee meeting at 1800, club meeting at 1900

Monday January 26, February 9 and 23, March 8 and 22
Further meetings. You may reserve your speaking slot!

Saturday April 24, 2004 : The Spring Division Contest is
haosted by the Word Weavers club in Wiesbaden. Reserve
this date now and plan for a spring weekend on the Rhine.

Friday-Sunday May 7-9, 2004 : The Spring District Contest
takes place in a medieval town near Munich in Bavaria.
Reserve these dates nowand plan for a few days in
Germany.
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Tall Tales
Carmen introduced the three contestants — sadly no-one from
other clubs attended this year.

Stefan dressed and acted out the part oPiotr, a Russian
traveller, and described events which had happened in his
youth two hundred years ago. He carried a bag of lies with
him wherever he went, and fished in it for stories to tell
people he met - like about the fish he caught in the fields,
and the hares in the trees.

Graham described the origins of Swiss Golf. villagers in the
mountains would challenge each other to hit a ball from one
village to the other, using a stretched golf club of spring steel
more than 4 meters long! The rules are like American
football: where the ball struck the ground was the start point
for the next hit, and if the opposition could catch the ball,
they would begin play in the opposite direction.

Well it is hard and a hit dangerous to catch a flying golf ball,
and this is why teams now use pizza trays. The defending
team throws them high in the air to intercept the golf ball.
An unbelievable story? Half the attendees have seen this
game played around Berne!

In her first speech after several years absence from the club,
Laura impressed us by meeting the challenge of a Tall Tale.
What can a rich man do to impress the most beautiful
woman in the world? The answer: take her to the moon,
show her the earth at her feet, let the orchestra play the
Moonlight Serenade. But if you are stuck on earth, Laura
recommended visiting the Jungfraujoch.

During the dinner break, the judges conferred and added
scores to give the results. Then Pamela, according to an
ATM project from the manual of Speciality Speeches,
"Giving an Award", presented the Tall Tales winners with
the certificates and book prizes selected by Allan!

Pamela presenting Stefan with the First Prize
Second was Graham and third was Laura
Congratulations to all for participating
and to the judges for their care!

Table Topics

We had some time before the break, so Carmen gave Table
Topics on the theme of Tall Tales.

Vicko, you have moved a mountain! Tell us how you did it!
Rachel, tell us about your crocodiles! Wes, they did not get
along well with her cats ...

Andreas how did you manage to win the onion-eating
contest? By alternating between red and white onions,
Andreas became more and more healthy and stronger too.
Beatrice, what did you enjoy as Cleopatra? She loved most
of all bathing in goat's milk.

As Queen Patricia of England, what would you do? Make
some changes in the political landscape, Pat answered.

You have been elected King of Bamamoku! Hans, in
deepest Africa, would be able to solve many problems.

Speeches

Margaret Ewing- Icebreaker - Crossroads
her introduction to herself, Margaret told
us of the points of major decisions in
her life. For instance, Santa's
gift of a typewriter led to her
later careers as a secretary and
tank driver. At the crossroad
she had to choose to stay at
home or work in London
and travel, here she took
the easy way out. Later:
should she join the police
force, or follow a romance? Now, she
chose to enjoy life, forget a career, have children, and
followed is more a roundabout than a crossroad. For the last
choice, Margaret threw caution to the winds, joined the
Ministry of Defence, and went to the Falklands, and now to
Switzerland. Best of all though, she regrets no decisions.

In

Graham — Storytelling — The Taniwha

For an ATM project of the manual for Interpretive Reading,
Graham told Maori the tale of a taniwha, a river monster.
A fearless seal-hunter attacked it single-handed, but was
fortunately backed up by 360 warriors in an ambush.

Evaluations
Hans found Pamela’s ceremony sincere and gracious. Amy
advised Margaret to not worry so much and found her
structure clear and interesting. Stefan asked Graham to use
more gestures to emphasize his story.

Barbara as timer reported that tall tales and speeches were
on time but evaluations were a little too quick. Pat found we
had too many aahs and uuhs as well this evening. Andreas
commended especially the following metaphors: the bag of
lies, the pizza trays, earth lying at Cleopatra’s feet and the
maoon symbolism, crossroads and roundabouts.

Rachel and Andreas shared
the award for Best Table Topic.



